There was a large attendance at the annual meeting of the North London Nursing Association, at which the Rev. W. Tyndale Hollins took the chair. One thousand three hundred and one cases were nursed, an average of 108 per month, of which 500 were recommended by medical men. As soon as funds permit the staff, of which the number varies from eix to eight, will be increased to ten, for which number there is accommodation in the home.
Unfortunately, considerable anxiety is cause I by the balance again being on the deficit side of the ledger, and special measures will be taken to invoke the aid cf added subscriptions. The actual receipts of the central fund are small, and this prevents the committee extending the benefits of the work as they could wish. There is nothing, however, to regret in the way the movement has been taken up in India. Native rulers have given it a cordial welcome, and it is only natural that local authorities should give their subscriptions to their own hospitals. Nevertheless, it is the work of the central association that makes the work national. It grants scholarships for the training of promising pupils ; it also comes to the aid of hospitals in need of a helping hand. There are now at work in India 28 ladies of the first grade, that is, those whose names are on the English medical register, 70 assistant surgeons, and 70 hospital assistants; and 1,327,000 native women have received medical aid from women during the year just closed. The income is only ?4,000 a year from invested funds, and it is hoped that subscriptions will be sent to the United Kingdom branch, which strives to advance every effort to extend medical work through the vast continent of India. Th'j useful little work and the system it advocates are deterring the attention of all thoughtful people to whom the problem of relieving sickness in the most efficient way is a constantly recurring one. As the author justly remarks (page 18), "There is no more reason why skilled service should be given in the form of free nursing than in the form of free medical attendance, and especially when organised on a large scale and applied indiscriminately; the effect is to pauperisa and to injure the moral fibre of the people." There are few persons, we venture to think, so utterly destitute as not to be able to afford a small yearly contribution towards providing that help which has become such a necessity in all cases of illness nowadays. Of course, there are cases where this is impossible, and for these there is the workhouse infirmary. The question of the expediency of relieving the destitute sick in their own homes is a vexed one, and not likely to be very readily entertained by the opponents of outdoor relief, of which it is a variety. The principle, therefore, which encourages thrift and forethought among the poorer population is to be welcomed and encouraged. At Heathfield the payment by labourers of Is. yearly and 4s. for maternity nursing cannot be described as excessive, while 2d. to 6d. a visit for non-members is within the reach of the majority of those whom the nurses' services are destined to benefit. Payments must necessarily vary in different districts, but that some small amount should be contributed by the poor themselves as well as by the rich in their behalf is most desirable. We should like to have heard some arguments advanced in favour of paying district nurses more liberal salaries. The present basis of ?100 per annum is very little, when out of it the nurse is expected to find her own board, lodging, uniform, and washing. Until larger salaries are offered, there will always be a difficulty in inducing the more highly qualified women to come forward for this branch of work, and surely nowhere are they more sorely needed than in the cottages of a scattered population where emergencies arise and have to be promptly dealt with until such time as medical aid arrives. In 
